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ADVANCE REPORT ON RETAIL SALES, JANUARY 1960

Total sales of retail stores in January were $16.1 billion, the U. S.
Department of Commerce announced today. This advance figure, after adjusiment
for seasonal factors and trading day differences, was 2 percent above December
and about 2 percent above January 1959,

The January sales figures are based on the Advance Report on Retail Trade,
a monthly survey of the Bureau of the Census conducted in cooperation with a
representative cross-section of about 2,000 retail firms which, in total,
operate some 39,000 stores in the United States. The firms which are cooperating
in the early reporting of sales are part of a larger group which furnishes
‘figures at a later date. The advance estimates are preliminary and subject to
revision, but the revision of the total seldom exceeds 1% percent.

The preliminary Census figures for January are shown in table 1 of this
release. The Office of Business Economics noted that, after adjustment for
seasonal factors and trading day differences, the advance from December to
January was largely the result of the sharp rise in sales of the automotive
group from the relatively low December rate. Retail sales, exclusive of the
automotive group, showed little change from December. Final estimates for
December indicate that seasonally adjusted retail sales were 2 percent below
November.

(more)



ADVANCE RETATIL SALES REPORT--PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES FOR JANUARY 1960
SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP

Table 1.

(NOT ADJUSTED for seasonal factors ard trading day differences)

Sales (millionsof dollars)

Kind-of-business group 1960 1929 1959
January December - January

Retail stores, totalle.e..ceveron... e 16,083 21,454 16,225
Durable-goods stores; totall...veeeiveeenns 4,904 6,025 5,121
Nondurable-goods stores, totall............ 11,179 15,429 11,104
Food GrotDeeeceececenees ceereteaenns Ceeereeneen 4,317 4,698 4,382
Grocery STOreS..cecveecececennns ceenes ceeeenes 3,871 4,158 3,914
Eating and drinking placeSceeeeeccaseceess ceceee 1,257 1,350 1,158
Ceneral merchandiSe EIrOUDP.c.eceseeesceosncocse 15481 3,552 1,444
Department storeS........ cestesececcsncencena 861 2,056 842
ADPPETEL ElOUDevecerssecossacesoassannnss Ceesees 936 1,975 868
Furniture and appliance groUp..e.eceecees.. ceeen 773 1,229 784
Tumber, building, hardware, farm equip. group.. 854 1,199 903
AUtOMETIVE ETOUD. v veveeerececossnannnanens ceees 2,908 2,723 3,017
Gasoline service StationS.e.eeceeeersreenoeeness 1,336 1,437 1,282
Drug and proprietary StOreSe..ceeeceeecseeessss 604 783 581
Sse footnotes below table 2. Source: Bureau of the Census
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le 2.

(ADJUSTED for seascnal factors and trading day differences)

-SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP

Percentage o e Percentage
_ change Seles change
Kind-of -business group Jan. 1960 (millions of dollars) Dec. 1959
| frome- | _. from—e
19 ) 5
Dec. | Jan. 1960 1959 195¢ Nov. Dec.
1959 119591 Jan. | Dec. | Nov. Dec. 1959 1958
' ' l
Retail stores, totell......| +2 | +2|17,839 \7,485/17,842|27,605 | -2 1 -1
D""*Lc~goods stores, total=.! +7 -3} 5,68l | 5,322 5,682 5,827 ! -6 ! -9
Homareble~-goods stores,totald 0 +5112,158 112,157 ~1150 11,778 | 0 . +3
FUUd C""O\lp.. ..... LR N R N I A N N R R R 4,)6.’ 4,390 ZI',?/r? ; "‘l +3
Eating and dr Lﬁklng plaﬂes........................ 1,351 1,308 ”,213 : +3 +9
General merchandise grouDe.ecsecessssessecenesesns | 1,9911 1,966] 1,887 ! +1 +6
ATJE)CL'”@:L g"r‘uup.-.o.-.......-....----... ------- Y es e l 150 l,].:l.g l,lOl +3 +4
Furniture and appliance group..................... a03 935 868 -3 +4
hmbe“, building, hardware, farm equipment group..{ 1,281} 1,282} 1,215 l 0 +5
ATEMOTITO ETOUDs v e e venserseensanennnss beeeeeeenns | 2,667 2,961} 3,256 | -10 -18
Cascline service stationSe.cveieeevereeeenn. ceeeees | 1,4231 1,4381 1,356 -1 +5
Drug and proprietary StoreS...icirecececesocesanns 612 607 580 ] +1 +6
Source: Office of Business Econom’

[CL I S ]

vomparable data not available.
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Totals irclude data for kinds of business not shown separately.
Baged on preliminary estimates supplied by Federal Reserve Board.

Excludes Alaska and Hawaii which in 1954, according to the Retail Census, had



